Tust me,” says Milla Jovavich,
“there’s a bt of suffering that
goekinta weanng a tiy wel deess,”
Shie Bt the grey blanked thats oafrently
covieiing ker supermedel body, expoing
an exvwre of & red chaffon dewis, misamcube pantied,
pambal boots amd, well, wery Bthe e, The poent,
ol course, s bo give Forol Film 2 dede-up look
1 1he tuld and brates she's et sined filming
the mevie adasptation of geeele videogame:
Residend Fidl. 1 did somue rolling o0 The grills
wtich befit marks heve... and a big huge brase
there,” i says, pullisg down one side of her
kenickers bo neveal & few mone minar sorapes. By
this peint, Foatel film i enderstandably peechies,
Iv's nearey the end of Besdent Fal's shest
bere i Berlin and the 25 year-old Ukraine-boam
actress, meodel and semetime mutsian has spent
tha previous seven weeks baltling blessd-oraped
peesrians_ undead dogs and anenormeud, diny
miritrosity called “The Licker Today bovowidh,
witg plays aminesiac posribes-Ruater Bice, ha
Besen shooting 2 soene towands the mones
clifnan witseh iveslves he alonementioned
Litkeest [4 06 creation that 1l be sdded later)
l:ra-.hinguuhwrrllain.l.l:-ﬂ'lp'-t[l!'-i[hﬂ-
thi requitite pyroteduniics. A5 that waint
phytically demassfing enough, she reveald the
speent medd of the previous week underwaler,
wotking om soenes in a Tooded laboratery
st 1t was 16 howrs spent in freezing waler.
| was pretty misch half-naked and | hadi 10
dunk el i 35, 40 times during the day.”
Chae puts her broies sway and sighs. IS tryieg
oo 1y the least.” =+

Those rotting, flesh-eating zombie hordes
are back on the big screen aftera videngame
akeover. Total Film shuffled down to the
Jesident Evil set to talk consple carnage with
director Paul WS Andérson pFaj’gp‘Hha-




b e wersion of Beident fial has been
a bonsg timee coming. Inspined by Geoege
A Foenero’s Jeod trilogy, the danet-deenched
whsoat e up first lunched onto the PlyStation
in 1556 and, toguethes with its four sequels, has hifted
friore than 16 million units, Soon after the release of the
firid quaimies, e e Eighits wiere boughe by German
production compay Cafrstantn, whith commissioned
a script from Spave sorilse Alan MiElny. “We said
Tt i gonna ke easy®” recalli exstulie produces
Boksert Kulees. A bunch of commandas 9o inkd a place,
theey shoot it wp, blah, blah, blah, McEinoy did a pretty
good job. Then the vecond game coemes out and all
ol & sunddan your movie barbed on the first looks really
dated and bering, and pou say: What do we do siw!™
What they did was cestainly inspired, They went o
Romers hismself, who'd eecently helmesd a laparese ad
fior the Relident Evll 7 gamee, and said: “Let's do the ultimate
romibae e, Alat, after 3 numbsr of drafts, Romero
and Constantin parted wiys, ufable to agree on.a niw
darection. “With Geonge we could have done 3 great
soenbie mitve 1o & very imited aadience,” refleots Eulrer
“Wie coulbdn't huree dhowi il in & regular thealee, of even
o TV, Could hawe Bseen 8 52 imillase horror pic, bt rot
2 big event moyse.”
o they opted instead 1o hie writer divecton Pasul
WS Anderion, whi'd previsily directed Mol Kambat
which, in the pee- Kb Raider era, wid the mast sutoessful
videoapaime adaptation ever, Being a maiive vidéogamse
fan, the British flmmaker had actually been paruing the
rights tothe franchise independeritly, throagh his.cwm
production oomgany Impact Films.
*) lowe: posmibies maovies and no one's done & great
one in a long, long time.” he tays duriesg a beeak from
3 ordering Milla 1o bruise hersetl, *l remember watching
& cluidics ke Somber Fleth Eaters and the Romena mannes
3 whilit growing up and being scared shitheys by the whale

ides ol pembies. You
keniaw, Ehe ternifying
genspect thal yous
lvved onies will ol oy
oomie back [nom the dead,
bt will wanit 1o &4l you
alive. | lowed the game, loved the genre, and thought
“Thirk i & rradvie | warng make.”™ Wsen he Tound out
that Condtastin and Romen alneady cwned the rights,
b Beegany wmiting ik £ UnNd2ad SCrept anyranay,
wehich, b says, “was very misch a rig-off of Reuded fl.

I peohably would have got me jued "

DAYS OF GORE

Once onboard, Anderson incarporated marry of his cam
ideat into the version Constantin owned which, in kissping
ul.'-.1h1|'l|"-:w:l'l1pa'rl"|-dﬁ-ll'!‘1l2lr-i- mairineam minie, was
nind qung o be aerwhiste R a5 GOy a5 the game.

“Ovee o Ehee thoiregs | beamisd Beormh el Masos wias
that gose and tefos doa't negeidarily o band in hand,”
says Andervon, “H you Bave 100 mch goee you boie
the audience. They stop being tefrified and stan Esing
siewnited. Ewen il people play Ehe game and enjoy shiving
2 shobgun up to 2 sormitse’s head and blowing it off, il you
e I for peal, | o't thask ol like n.”

Whike the peevious Besidest Fel soripls had shack
chiviidy 1o o o mndde of thee games, Anderson camse
up with the idea of & prequed, 3 mavie thatd se up
ehie Resdent fil univerye s explas what winl on

Esthaee [ espets off Ehe original game. Thet mean he Jacksom kind of kilied the genie,”

vould keep may elements from syt producer keremy Bolt, wha
thie gamees and alio abio appears as thiee different
oome upwith oemibies in the mowiee, TH ypou put
a'insally new sel miare Than thiee peophe with sy
of dhassctens I il Pl make- up i & row,

o can't baelp Bt irmaging “Theder
kg in, The man has done such
a disservioe 10 the genne,”
S0 hovw did they preent
their andead from leoking hke
somathing out of an "B music
wid ! *Thinyne like the dead people
in The Su'hf-!ﬂ-tbi.:il]l'-:ﬂ-ﬁr.'

“Whal we'ee trying to do i
kot & i Thaat works within
the univerie ol Reudear Bl " Anderson
apdaing, “but which alto aliows us T ghe the
Larv 2 whole new advendture.”
The problem with coming up with & niw

aderriiune, sweed, was that it meant coming
up with a new kind ol sombie. “Wathael

a4 TOTAL FILM




“Itold my agent: ‘If there’s ever
a Resident Evil movie, I wdnt that
script!"”, :

AS A
ZOMBIE

EXTRA

Jzaning kol on heer
romibie hunt is Michelle

Rodriguer, the Lating
dynaena from Gtk
v T st A e Farioors
Wi S1ars a5 Rin, 5 ik
455 Comrmandio, | otk
Pt disechor and ¢o-vla

Rodriguez wrt 1 Tan of
tha qaimies. “Theere anen

¥ odd rnde-plivieg
videogamies put hene

s wihen | gt iy hands on
enplaing Jovoanch grinning, "Some of them book like the Rrcidert Ied it woas b Essirng ime 3 Hincho ook Tikm, * S [

hasd 2 £ accident, waith half [y |.-.:|':':'|||:|||:| o and stuff & 3-yea-old pounding on e Lable in e

164 3
IETHTH

vtk others it look a1 i they ding of ilness But thesy “That's wehy I'mi Bere, bacaie The game’s jusl desd

fgaifial
all ok really sick. The st das | worked with the zombaes pany. Wihesn | first met s agent, the first s g | bl e
Tl b when you bee mceld rowing on your kitchen wias: I there b eved a movie being made of Rrsdent fidl,
i, | thought: Tdon't wanna get close to these peaple, Ipd. | onl Cane @ [ wlling a hotdag in the

thazyee dimty s spodked. They look like an ald cheese dame thirsg, ' goiney fa be in Then! ™ 1 ek Bt
Nl L e A e 2 ane really sy, B Bhisyee 50 he d
L.ﬁ.DlES OF THE FIGHT tommvinging wissn theye firing guns and beating the shit than that I

Desipite e dislilor of "ol cheese™ 2ombles, lovavich was ol ol Hhirssy

" Anderon says. "1 ove pu
perfect for the lead role, mainky becgine (e was Bl

L8

1Psaery i thae

SaimhE Feaene b e Chisy e L0 Spark”
a Bt Tan of thee game, “Tid sit with my Ketle beother Despite the braises, the long houirs and the unpleasant
conditions, Jowirvich Wy she's having a blast - and she
D ST 11 35 GO0 pracisoe, "I Mhways Hh i) about

1he apocabypre snd what vwould hagaen | the end ol the
weinhd e and | sii

fiow, likoe, fivve, szt howrs a day, and | Bssught: *This would
b such & great moie and | would be d el her, whoeved
she . indeed, Jovennthewen wee 18 lar 4 hoingy
alter the game rights heesel], but evenh
of Anderson script

he got hold

vdl.” she tays. Td need guns 1o
ke sume | could take care of ary Lamily and g0 cot theee
nidl et bood and mcer bullees. | thowgh 'l wam now,

Vi o great G reading i, v, ke Twant this
part. My beother is going to think lim God! And | comvinged getting b Eence and beslding wp Bee 2 major antiliery
Faul that | was the only person cagable of dotg it Butits oy basement. 5o il the time ever came | coubd sundve
Rz — the dact i Nve had experience. On e St Demens I bty o, Dwtrukd bee onee o thone people. | have the
| it all e tradining il iseer meed for the reqr af vy i Physgue for it OF that, theres no guestion
0% bkt bearmimg bo ricke 2 bicycle: amce you beann how i
ik, s £ah lack again, Flus, Fen really good with the Aecldear Feils released on 21 June and reviewed
graret. | b s and | i & eeally good shad.” e e .




Cal

g all wdeogame spods._. 5

go watch Mitka Jovawech in |

Originally, Gearge & Romera wad
shabed 1 adapl Lapoom's hugedy
populis videogame weries. You
ookl s the thinkmng, gren Bamero’s Naght
O The Living Do wrilagy is the sbuff of Besnce
agend. Bul his ameet s 2omibed Tk was
aned 1o Seathin infandy, deemed oo gory
BOf PRBINSENeaen eniertainment. The prochsd Do
oompanry demandied fresh blood, 30 to speal,
and Linded deecior Faul Andevson. Mo, not
the guey Behind Magooka [if anby), that's Paul T
hnderson. This is Paul W3 Andereon (35 he now,
Aaughaliy, ke bo e ceedied), The guey Betemd
 Evenid Hovison and) - il Q&S wore
, Thie result 5 predic i ally stinky
It & secret undengiound Lab calied The Hive
A G0y e WITUS 15 0 The lnose, 'Sul'lll.'ltl:r
panicked, the scientilic bagranigs have called in
4 mlikary team G0 secune the faobty betore thie
et eoalates, Dnly there dre b Few probilemd
First off, The Hive's centeal computer thinks the
nescwery A intruders, not savicrs, Second, the
o persan whi can explasn what s 9] on,
Alice (Mills Jovornich), ha bemparany amesesia
A Larst b, as ever, by b means laadd, the
Lacility’s being crverrun by pombilied scientigs
warth 3 Cravemsy Tor human Tlesh
Faerl ol 1he games. will instangly moognise the
SE-U, &5 (e COMMANgos Qe mone than they
Bangained for (ome slioe ‘n’” dice Liser beams are
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Resident Evil

il not got a qirlfrie
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Entertaingd
Naddug OH
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15 shoof-'em-up. Somebody’s gof fo.

especially naty] and the few
|f|".d||'|||'|:;-;'|_l.-_l.::el'\;,ll:l_:l,u:l'l:i
Jowowichs Alice and Michelle
Rodeaguer’s typialty tough-1alking
Ry, e 10 gt asll of the Lab befiore
e et kol In the ganrindg induitny
they call this “survival horeor™ and it ought
b malke B 3 eernor abile woi-fi actione
':'l.:ﬂhrlll Insinad, Ancersom chgs up
B Cinematic corpde that o amount of kst
THNEE edaing Jagery can reanimale, A
Corples go, i 3 good-looking one [mane on
Jorwovnch lagey ), bulonly the mdd rabed bl ml
will be sativfied by the moribund aCtion and
stedagi-10-retail prodhaction wakees. The undead
stalepn s parkiulary deappointing - slilkened
1 UCEERANCING Makie-u Ry (oMWY Han
menade, But it's not Wmply the rombse-creasons

wiho are allault. WY does them no [avours with

“Milla Jovovich’s sexy, high-
kicking martial arts heroine
stops it being a waste of time”

s B, sterile dinction. Shows oy Dy el LaivlEdt
graip of irpente techniques, e appears to think
4 smsden wilainous lurch inbo shot and a blast
of mumic ane all that's needied to generate flesh
COBEPiNgG Tenskn

Sowty the seemingly genezous fav-11ar
rating! Because Anderson at least has the good
sense bo stay faithhel 1o the game, even finding
ipace fof thorse peiky rombie dogs and an end
of - boewwel migkand “hoss Ared becaise b heed
Molallay Jetrwiche FOF i a5 Angeling Jobe kgt
Lo Jamb Baider Trom being a waste of
nime, 4o hevevichs weacy, high-kicking matial
arts Peergene CormainGes you not T b the “retet”
Bt bedore thie creditt read “Game Owver? st
Jamlg Rupssll

[#15

Verdict

A fairhiul Bat ganhs Mdeapams adas, Paul WT
Anderean’t actioner vhulfler slong ke o particalody
dier rombir, Mila levoriohs mrgy aad sevapaval
miake it widchabde, bat for die bard fans omy.
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