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NEW DRAMA

FINE & DANDY

An 18th-century celebrity, Beau Brummell set Georgian society alight
with his wit, charm and sartorial elegance. As the BBC brings his story to
the screen, H&A goes on location to glimpse the glamour recreated
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It's a rainy Sunday in March and A& 1=
on locarion 2t Wilton House near Salishury,
where a vigneme of Regency life is being
recreated, For now, this i Carlton House,
opubent London home of the Prince Regent,
and the year is 1795, Crew members huddie
in a porch, sheltering from the
deizzle and draining the last of
the momings coffee. A hush
descends as a dashing figume
strides in and bounds up the
Crothic staincase, polished boots
ghnting and dark coar maals
streaming out behirsd him.
Thas can be only one man,
Beezu Brommell - known var-
ausly as a dandy, a famous wit,

the best-dressed man in Eag

Bean Brummell

the stairs. 'Oh lord, he's gone glam rock!?
someonechisckles. Thetwoactors grecteach
other, albvwing the onloskers 1o appaeciare
the contrase berween them. While James's
Brumimell 13 a pacture of elegance, in tighs-
fitting erowsers, waisteoat and a perfecty
el sacw whine cravar, Hughs
Prince Regent, with bouffan:
bag wig, powdered and rouged
face, fringed kneebreeches and
ribbonedcape cursamuch more
comie figure, In late 18th-cen-
rury London, anyone who was
anyone — inclading the Prince
Regent himself — rejected the
periodd craze for lace and frou-
frou and plumped instead for
Brummell's style, following his

land, Sartorial Adviser to the is based on dictum that, ‘to be elegant is to
ine r . be iced',

Prince H:?:-:n: and, lamerly, the Tan Kellvs UnnxhCE

man whe invented tihe modern g :

Savile Rowmiir, Heisplyedby  DIOZTAPHY  Grace and favour

James Purefoy, and everything —— The sonof Lord Kerth’s private

about him = from his sardonically raised
q--_-l_'nrm-.', |'|:'-.|'F-¢r'r'|:|.' ]'h:u'mmi sideburns and
self=confident, even arrogant, smile a5 he
murns on his heel and owirls his cane for the
henefit of his sudience — says that this 15 a
role he particulardy refishes.
Tean'twaittosee the Prince Regent, 'whis-
pers production manager Cherry Brower.
She doesn't have to wait veTy ]l:ln_g — 1m
an aftogether less clegant entrance; Hugh
Bonmeville — looking for all the world as if
hie's emerged the worse offafter a fight with
a Chrastmas tree — comes in and stomps up

secretary, Eton-educated George Bryan
Brummell — or "Beau’ as he became known
- befriemded the Prince Regent, Prinny' ta
his pals, at an early age. He was asked o be
Pranny's ohevaleer o bemmenr (best man) at
b wedding at juse 17, Thar such & young
man should be consorting with royalne
caased quate a sensation, His bnimitable
fashion sense, cocky charm = only he dared
to be rude o the Prince = and huge wealth
in roday's maney he inherined ampund £1.5
millien on his father’s death] meant that
hie was alersest 'pmu;imf_l.' lﬂnp'red. x5 the [
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aristocracy’s arbiter of style, and the country’s
first true celebrity.

Prestigious society men, the Prnce among
them,came towatch him dress inthe moming,
a performance that could take up to five hows.
They learned how to tie their neckties just so
and how intensive grooming and washing
withwarmwater {unheard of at the timejwere
of the wtmost importance, Tailors extended
him credit in the hope he would wear their
clothes, If Brummell declared a penchang for
 certain brand of smuff o7 a particular dance,
its popularicy was assured.

BBC Four's drama entitled Broy Bremmell,
is based on lan Belly's biography and deals
with Beau's meiconc fise 1o fame and his
equally spectacular RlL He spent over 20 years
inclualging his passions = clothes; gossip; shop-

| parg at the glivering establishments on Boad
| Sereet and Jermyn Sreeer; goang vo the theatee;

gamibling, and consorting with the lcading
courtcsans of the day ar various balls and par-
ties, But i 1816, crippied by deba and our of
favour with the Prinee, Brumenell was foreed
i fleoc po Franee., Fe died there of syphilis in

| 1840, miffering delusions that bhe was still ar

the centre of London’s social whirl,
‘Past Bean Brummell dramas have deale
with his Fall inte pemery and henscy,” remmarks

‘Brummells life describes a dramatic
are, imitating the brief but glorious
sparkle of II;L:UrL,mn Itng.,l.tml

lan Kelly, ‘but this production is much more
todowith the down of celebrity - the interface
of fame and fashion that he represented. It
also tackles Beau's fithud relaconship with
the Prince, his ambiguaous foendship with
Lord Byron [Matthew Bhys], and the love
trianghe berween Beau, Byron and the courge-
san Julia Johnston [ Zoe Telford]. It's the dack
underbelly of June Austen.

Uncovering an era

Tor reseasch his ook, Tan spear hoars leoking
through memoirs and lervers and in the ropal
archivesat Windsor Healsorookamore hands
onapprodch, kearning from historical cosnim-
iers how o tie his svock {(eravan) and visiting
many of Brommell's farmer haunts, including

| Wiz home in London’s Chesterfield Srreer,

portrayed in the Rlm by Elvon Flowse, a
Landmark Trust property in Bath,
In wws very usefial 1o see Brommells house,

MAKIRG IT ALL HAPPEN Production designer
Alice Hoeris and David Edgar, the producer, fake
a break from the gresdling, Biming schadils

continues [an. “Te is in @ classe “dolls’ houwse™
desgmwith two roams per Boor over four o fve
storeys,andaceniral galrcase s well asa servants'
stapncase. Al the bottom was the room whene
geitbamen waabod towarch Brimemell deess, and
ar the vog was has deessng voom. Theses a story
that Bramarscll's valer would walk past the wait-
Ergg roarn with a eray piled high with erumpled
cravars, claming thas, " T hese, Sirs, e the fail-
upss”. Flowever, having seen the layout of the
house, | eealised be would have had 1o make o
deliberars detour 1o walk past the toorn, I was
all pam of the masquerade of showing whar a
great celebriey Brummel] was,'
Bur as well a5 telling the
story of a man, Seaw Brame
is about anage and its culmure,
‘Brommell’s life describes 2
dramaticarc,'sayslan, 'Hecame fromnowhere,
rose quickly to the top and then disappeared
out of sight, imitating the brief but glorious
sparkle of Georgian England. His life spans
the birth of modem London, of shopping
culture, fashion and celebrity. Brummell
realised be could be most successful by doing
nothing —it was all sbout surface and superfi-
cality, the projection of an image.'
Theaftermath of the French Bevolution and
the troubles in America created an uncertainty
abeut lrow to behave, and Brummell =with his
unfinching self-regard and his new sode of
urbane, arban masculinity = was more than
happy o step inte the breach. His rise 1o fame
epeaks of an age thar was seli~doubting = of
people who wanted to koow how to dress,
wheat vo think, and whiar toconsider good taste,
eays lan. ‘People semnetimes ralk of 2 man that
all men wank te be iriends with and all women
want o sleep with = Brummell was thas man.”

THE BEAU BRUMMELL TOUR

Brismmefl's London centred on the area of
St James's where grand, decorcas fagades

vy to backstreets and courtyards full
of brothels and bathhouses. & statue of him
stands in Jermyn Steeet and many of his
Tormer haunds still exist:

+White's Club, 37-38 5! lames’s Strsat SWT
fO0E0 P63 6RF )

Created from White's Choootate House, While's
15 The plckest club in London and was reroaned
Tor its Day window oveniookang the sinest, whens
Beau and his cobedie gathensd o comment =
aften archly — on the atfire of bolh passers -ty
and othes cluby mesmoers. A gambing haven,
he betting book was ahvays open.

wlames Lock & Co, B 57 lames s Sieed, 5101
(KA POS0 BRAL)

i ol B it Tarmily Brusenesass i the
workd, Locks’ shops. kept BErimmell=and his
foliowers — in Deaver f2h top hats, pompling
wits b0 qusg thal Brummel alons was
responsibke for the animal’s decimation,
Brumnmell veas aiso instrumental in
PofHEareing (i3 replacamant, the ik top hal
* Benry Bros, 3 51 Jamask Streal 51

(030 7356 S0
Brummel! was ofien to ba seen here, at
Britain's oldes! wine and spirt merchants,

nck least because cusiomerns could weigh
thernsetves on their glant cotfee scales -
prasumabéy something of that would appeal
02 man as image-obsassed &5 Brumemsdl,
Thar scales and the bedgees reconding
Brumrmell’s weight are =8l on show
*Semith's Sl Shop, 74 Charing Cross
Road, W2 (020 7836 7425
Landon’s last remairing snul shap, smith's,
24l sails Brusnrnell's pralermed vaniehy -
Mg - & medium sirength pround
Sobesond el v with rose ol
weieyer B Morthmes, 5-8 Sackile Sreal, Wi
(a0 73 (eSs)

Jonathan Mever, an AUsiFian immggmant, was
one of Brummed's favouriie taliors and [Ewas
with him that he ploneseed the modem, tight-
fitting troLser, which often had siraps that went
under the bool heed (o Keen the mabenal zut.
The comparry wers bombed out of fis original
Conduit Street premises in the Sacond World
‘Warand Brnammeli's accounts wena fost,
though thosa of the Prince Regent surive,

Watch the drama
Haau Brummeallis on BBC Four in mid-lume.
Chack Radio Times or details.

Buy the book

Bagu Brurrimied by Lan ety (£20, Hodder &
Shoughion). HEA maders cin buy A for jus]
E18, irc plp, by callrg 0870 350 6053
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