hen in Rene, James Purelow has a rule, He is quite prepared to doas
the Romans did, but onlv il the story demands it Tn the first scason
of the HBO historieal drama—which stans it second season chis
month—this included a seene in which the actor, plaving Mark
Antomy, was toweled doven bea slave, By the standards of American
television it was explicit, and you don't have 1o Google for long o
arrive st a sereen grab of Purefoy's meat and oo ves, Bul, savs the
gr=year-old English actor, it was justified,

It was really dghe for the characeer” he says, “Somebody
whe's naked, wlking to somebody who's clothed, is normally the
wealer of the two, normally the more selfconscions, Borin that
situation ivwas very clear who had the status—rthe naked man,
And that savs a great deal abour a man. That vou can stand there
and be complerely confident and wall wo a seldier in front of yen,
naked, and not give a flying tocls, 1vsays 2 lorabour the tines and
alot about the man, So Thad no qualms about doing it in werms of
the character”

You might, il vou examing the nuances of Pureton's phrasing,
note a qualification—were there any gualms about pucting his
privates on parade?

“lowasn't really me, though, was 1687 he says, “IFyou're 2
waguely bright actor, vou can justily i in teems of the charcren
There were direcrors who were disappointed thae didn’ ger
buck-naked in [the sccond] serics, becavse Dwould just po: “Why?
Tell me the reasen. What does it add to the charaerer nesw that we
haven't already got?’ One of them said, “Oth, Tiustwant o show
lve's relaxed! We know he's relased! How much more celaxed
could T possibly bed Ne, yon just want to see my cock in reheansal.
[l shavwe ic e vorw nerw, shall T8 And chen we'Tl get it ont of the way,
We don’t have to show it in front of millions of people.”

T which defensiveness we may add a nowe of mirth, Parefoy
laughs explosively when 1 quote him a section of the Wikipedia
summary of his carcer, in which two decades of treading the
boards are reduced to a speeulation abour the veraciy of that
scene in episode 4, series 1. s ll-romal nudice._caused a
sengation, However, an incerview trom a spectal-cllects technician
who mentioned *digitally altering’ the appearance of penises for
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actors who “didn't want to remove their g-.ﬁtr[n;u' casts donbr on
the veracity of Purefon™s nude scene”

“Hahahal!" He turms tumescent with mirch, “Thar's :th:cnlu,u_-l_v
hilarious! [won't say whowse it was, but there was a penis in the
series teat may have been slightlv enhanced, Buriowasnt mine.
Mines all mine, U'm afraid. Belivve me, Tean loolz a1 the episode
and go, Yep, thats me! ”

[ somie ways, such tallk 35 a comtinoation of 2 theme that has
bugged Paretoy throughout his career. In the years before
Rowe, this often manifested fselfin speculation that he was in
contention to be the nese James Bond—a Fate he has now been
spared with the appoinunent ol the vounger, rougher Danicl
L:ﬂligf. Bur there 13 qmn-c-:hing abous I:'1I:'L‘}.I:l:k'-‘: loweks, and his
bearing—slighly posh, very well-mannered—which leads him to
b judeed for his beanry vather dhan bis ealent.

He ds, ol course, smart enough to konow that he won't get far
complaining ahout being toa handsome, but the thought lingers
behind much ol what he savs. "1'm oot sa
but Tthink [ know now, having plaved chis ron of pares, that ]
probably doficinte a stercotvpe ol whar people percetve o be
good-looking, And it's not particularly usetul.”

He says he felt liberaced when plaving the pirae Blackbeard
from behind a big beard for British television: “You can hide
behind that And also there’s no newurosis about it beeause vou're
net having to be the sexy one. The worst divectors in the world are
the ones who come up and sey, " Be more seo” Well, what docs that
meant T have noe idea, becanse that’s an entirely subjective thing,
isn't it? “Be more beanriful—be mese sewy! I60s thick. That's what
it is. When a direccor savs that, Tjust think, O, fuck, you're thick”

This logic may have led him to sign up for the Wachowski
Brothers” comic baok adaptation VFar Venderta, but thar fho

ving I'm good-leoking,

remains the only significant blot on his résumé, He guic halfway
1]11‘1:!.1;_{]1 ﬁl:rniu:_,_;. “That was a hir of a debacle, Tdon't r._r;;]]_-.- want
e talk abrout it he savs, "We all promised chaticwas bestleft tha
wie had ereanive dilferences. Sadly, some peaple sinee have broken
that promise, But 'moa gewtleman”

A gentleman. that s, who yearns for lengevies: “Ifyonr carcer
15 based on von loaking voung and handsome, vou'se fucked,
aren’t you, when vore Zof

“Lorke at me—it7s like o fucking Geld in Suffolk, my forchead,
In winter. You could plant barley in these lines. And P'm g2, This
will met wense. Good.

“Laook at Semuel Beckers™s face, Whar a face, whar a life? When
vou look at those old actors—Jasan Robards lying on his bed in
Magnolio—old Laces have so much move lite to them, They're se
miuech more inceresting wo wateh. A voung, unlined, clean fce has
nitexperience and no lile, 1 got ne secrels, no bruises”

].JUI'L'ﬁI]:\"b bruiscs came in the form ol reviews of his stge
work. FTis oncribucion o Mol Coward's Prosent I..zug."r.'-.'r was, e
savs, hailed as the worst performance one reviewer had ever seen
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in London's Wess End. But he also had a
toagh tirme at the exclusve bops” schoil
Sherbome, in Dorser. He says only ctha the
Victorian eobos of the place 'gi'n-n.'a. i Lin
all kinds of neurosis and pmbh:rru later in
lafiz. st 1en pretsy level mow, [ don'e have
misch amper abour in angmare”

He left schaal at 16 and worked as
a luospital vedierly. He was Uinking of
applying 10 become an operating theaer
assizzant when his !'.a:h-:-rp-t-mu.bded him tis
s ti oollege and study again for his exams
e of them was drama.

Froan there, all roads led vo Rame.
winh one of his first "155 screen roles I:u.'ing
alongade Kevin McEidd (Romes Vorenus)
ini the 1ol filen Hedroams ded Halfwar, =l
wais the fimst -p:‘nh;'hl}' the nnl:..-—Hriﬁ:.'rl
gay romcom,” he says. "It was all abour the
Buadiey of sextaliny. Mever sav aever You'd
b a Fod and am uswdse man v sy aever, |
haven 'y asyet had a gay relagionship—mnat
since schond anyway—bug | never say never,
That would just be fvokish, [ know lots ol
peophe who've been straight asd mirmed

gay; I knaovw lots of people who've been
ay anil turiaed :n'.-d'lgl"ll. | ehisike the more
of 2 big deal we make our of thar soff,
the harder it is bor people we acy how their
hcart wants 1o a0

Amd st schoolf “Amybody who went
i an English public [ie, privane] schoal
in the 1g70s will have had some kind of 3
gay cxgrerienee. You bang so0 adolescent
hiermonal bovs wogether au exactly the vime
when they're exploring their sexnality, and
dint be surprised i wome chenanigans
comes out of it Or shocked™

With Rase '.ﬂ:'uiu;.' 1A e, Fl.-lt'rll:l'
Biss -:Esn.-n:d. up forthe pi.'l::ﬂ. at Manchald,
Dharren Star's male 5o amd the City, wath
Jishm Conrbee, Kevin Smith, and Pawl Hipp:
“Four blokes in 1'.1r_!.ir|.g -e'lcgrqc—a of fecked-
upness wheo are trying to deal with the
variais erses that we ai .1.-;.li.=.-|:| have”

Purefoy's chasacter B repomedly
F] qn-mn:trhin_g whn 1I|:q1r=. nnl:.- with
girls under 25, Tn real life he is 2 serial
moneganiist. He is carrently invobed with
an art histonian— “she's superaman and

very strong-minded"—ard has a g-year-old
s, Joe, from his relatiomship with English
actress | Inl]_'_n.' Aird, Joe is 1om FUURE E0 58C
much of what his dad gets up oo

“I weraldin't shaovw him Bowme,” Puarcfoy
says, “l doa't think he wanes vosee his dad
div thar, There are some scenes Mee shown

hiien, baat 1 ke my hand hiovering over the
pause butisn, T koo what’s aoming, There's
goine come a tme when ke will wach
thens And ehen he'll go, Wha did you do?
“He's always sipng to me, *[5 he the
badidic o1 is he the goodee? 'm always
By i1|l.-. no him, in's never -|.|_l.lill: as .hili':l.'lh:
as that. There are baddies and gendies in
Saar Wars, bat [ don’t really do Seir Wars, In
sofne things there are bad people who've
F:Fnﬂd hearts, or g«e:ru]. _Th'.‘lill'lh." whao've
got bad hcarts, and it's just a lictle bit
eare ambivalenst andd irnbi!.':uuu*.-. Lafe isa't
ql-.n.q:.-: Black-znd-whice™
Mark Anl;nn.}'. hie coneedes, is rnrrql.'rl.'
bad: “He's Bxwed, but he's human | think
the sudicnee can vell that there's hot blsod
nmni:'ug Lhrnm-!;,h thinag veins.”
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